MT SWCS Board of Directors Teleconference
July 15, 2008
Ann Fischer, Chapter President, called the teleconference meeting to order at 7:35 AM.  Those in attendance were Dick Scheetz, Stacy Eneboe, Heidi Brewer, Kit Sutherland, Angel Rosario, and Valerie Oksendahl.
Meeting Minutes

Dick Scheetz moved to approve the June minutes as written, 2nd by Kit Sutherland. June minutes were approved.
Treasury Report
Jane Holzer was unable to attend.  She sent the financial report to all board members via email.  Stacy Eneboe gave the financial report as of July 14th.
$1815.47 Stockman Bank Checking
$ 6529.26 DA Davidson Savings 

$41,741.57 DA Davidson Investments

$ 8,913.95 Montana Community Foundation Endowment
No expenses were incurred this month.  Jane received $336.58 from the Gallatin CD as re-imbursement through the soil painting mini-grant. The board can submit expenses up to a total of $500 for soil painting supplies. There is $163.42 remaining in the mini grant if needed. Kit moved to approve the treasury report as presented, 2nd by Dick Scheetz.  Motion approved.

OLD BUSINESS

Newsletter 
Ann Fischer sent newsletter ideas to Tommy Bass via email, but had no new information to present to the board.  

Summer Tour 2008 - Brad Trosper

Kit Sutherland reported that RC&D has received four registrations with one guest registration as of teleconference time. Board members were reminded that early registration for the Jocko River Restoration Tour ends July 31st.  The tour will be held August 13th and 14th. 
Awards 
Dick Scheetz had nothing new to report on awards.  Dick has the awards for Carla Lawrence, recipient of the president’s award, Tasha Gibby recipient of the professional’s award, and Brown Valley Ranch, recipient of the land stewardship award.  Dick will let Ann Fischer know who will be attending the Summer Tour for the awards presentation. 
Soil Quality Annual Technical Conference

Jill Clapperton, is now living in the Bitteroot area, newly married, and has a new business, Earth Spirit Land Resource Consulting.  Clapperton is a renowned soils specialist regarding soil health enhancement, formerly based in Lethbridge, Alberta. Ann Fischer has pursued Jill as a speaker for the soil quality conference scheduled for January 29th and 30th, 2009, but has not been able to confirm her attendance. Ann did talk to Chuck Gordon, NRCS State Soil Scientist, about using the conference as a potential training to meet NRCS soil quality requirements. Chuck supports this endeavor.   Ann has also talked to David Pratt, NRCS Assistant State Conservationist for Field Operations, in Miles City regarding the conference as a training module.  David agreed to bring the soil quality conference up at an NRCS training committee meeting scheduled for the following week. 
Membership Committee
Valerie Oksendahl was on a national membership committee conference call and was told that this committee has disbanded.  The main reason is that the membership nationwide is down and the National SWCS is struggling financially.  National is looking to either establish a new position or bring in a private entity to work directly with the state chapters on membership.  National is expecting the state chapters to lead the membership drive. 
Election of Officers – Tom Pick
Kit Sutherland, Tom Pick, and Roger Hybner are the committee members for the election of officers for 2009.  President Elect, Secretary, and Treasurer positions are up for election. The previous minutes incorrectly identified the Eastern and Southern Directors as also being up for re-election.  Kit asked the board to help solicit members for the up-coming election.  Valerie Oksendahl volunteered to help.  The committee will plan to convene a panel in September. 
Record Book
Heidi Brewer gave a short report on the status of the electronic record book.  FSA is interested in having a record book that they can give to producers.  Heidi mentioned to FSA that MT SWCS developed a record book but that it needs to be updated.  Dick Scheetz will give Holly Eaton with the Terry FSA a CD copy of the MT record book. Heidi will follow-up via email to all board members with the information that Heidi and FSA have shared. Ann Fischer will contact Carla Lawrence to see if she is able to participate as a committee member on further development of the electronic record book. 
New Business
Ann Fischer mentioned that her supervisor has reminded her that NRCS supports the technical aspects of SWCS.  However, NRCS expects board members to take leave when representing the MT SWCS Chapter on official business.  When the board is conducting business, they are recommended to be on leave if they are a NRCS employee. 

The next meeting will be August 13th or 14th, 2008 sometime during the summer tour.
Respectfully Submitted,

/S/ STACY DENNY ENEBOE

Stacy Denny Eneboe

MT SWCS Chapter Secretary
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